
 
 

Comprehensive Plan Generalized Policy Map Context, Purpose, and Guidelines 
 
Context:  
The Comprehensive Plan, which includes a Generalized Policy Map and a Future Land Use Map, provides 
generalized guidance. The Generalized Policy Map provides guidance on whether areas are designated 
for conservation, enhancement, or change. The Future Land Use Map shows anticipated future land 
uses, which may be the same, or different than, the current land uses. Both maps are part of the 
adopted Comprehensive Plan and the categories used for each map are described in Framework 
Element and map legends.  
 
Purpose:  
The purpose of the Generalized Policy Map is to categorize how different parts of the District may 
change between 2005 and 2025. It highlights areas where more detailed policies are necessary, both 
within the Comprehensive Plan and in follow-up plans, to manage this change. The map should be used 
to guide land-use decision-making in conjunction with the Comprehensive Plan text, the Future Land 
Use Map, and other Comprehensive Plan maps. Boundaries on the map are to be interpreted in concert 
with these other sources, as well as the context of each location. 

  
Guidelines: 
The Generalized Policy Map and Future Land Use Map are intended to provide generalized guidance for 
development and conservation decisions and are considered in concert with other Comprehensive Plan 
policies. Several important parameters, defined below, apply to their use and interpretation: 
 
This map is a generalized depiction of anticipated changes through the horizon year of the 
Comprehensive Plan. Because it is a generalized view, boundaries shown should be interpreted as 
approximate and not precise delineations. By its nature, it is a projection, and the changes outlined may 
or may not occur as anticipated. 
 
This map and the Future Land Use Map can be amended. The Comprehensive Plan is intended to be a 
dynamic document that is periodically updated in response to the changing needs of the city. Requests 
to amend the maps can be made by residents, property owners, developers, and the District itself. In all 
cases, such changes require formal public hearings before the Council of the District of Columbia, and 
ample opportunities for formal public input. The process for Comprehensive Plan amendments is 
described in the Implementation Element. 
  
The generalized depiction shown on this map was designed to be essentially correct as printed, and it is 
the print edition of this map that is incorporated in the Comprehensive Plan. Users of electronic copies 
of this map maybe able to “zoom in” to reveal additional detail, but any information not clearly visible at 
the scale of the print edition of the map has not been reviewed by Council, may or may not be correct, 
and does not reflect any policy of or guidance by the District of Columbia government. 
 
 


